
 

 

 

August 31, 2018 

 

SENT VIA U.S. MAIL & ELECTRONIC MAIL 

 

James Reichle 

661 Red Knoll Road 

Greenville, CA 95947 

reichleesq@gmail.com 

 

 Re: Bucks Lake Homeowners Association 

 

Dear Mr. Reichle: 

 

Thank you for speaking with me Tuesday regarding the Bucks Lake Homeowners Association and 

issues set out in your August 17, 2018 letter. Also, thank you for forwarding me the August 21, 2018 

letter from Marcie Baker with copies of the signed petitions. Please be advised that our office has been 

retained by Bucks Lake Homeowners Association (“the HOA”). Since the HOA is now represented by 

our firm, we request that you cease all communications with them and direct all future correspondence 

to our office. This letter responds to your and Marcie Baker’s letters and the proposed setting of a 

special meeting of the members on September 1, 2018. 

As you pointed out during our telephone call, Section 2 of the Bylaws for the HOA states that only 

the Bucks Lake Homeowners Association Board (“the HOA Board”) may call a special meeting. 

Pursuant to Section 2 of the Bylaws, the HOA Board shall call a special meeting of the members "at any 

time upon written request of at least one-quarter (1/4) of the association members". 

The HOA Board received notice of the petitions on or about August 21, 2018 by way of the letter 

from Ms. Baker. After receiving the letter and petitions, the HOA Board needed to verify the signatures 

on each of the multiple pages of petitions. The HOA Board has now done so. Pursuant to the Bylaws, 

the HOA Board will now meet to agree on a time and date to call a special meeting of the members. 

Although, Marcy Baker’s letter and attached petitions call for a special meeting to occur on September 

1, 2018, the Bylaws do not provide for the members to call for the special meeting. This duty belongs 

solely to the HOA Board. For that reason, the proposed September 1, 2018 special meeting will not go 

forward.  
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Notwithstanding the inability of members to call special meetings, the eleven (11) days notice was 

inadequate and an unreasonable timeframe to allow the HOA Board to give proper notice of a special 

meeting to the entire membership. This is especially true where the HOA Board was required to verify 

the petitions sent by Ms. Baker, and hold a HOA Board meeting to set a date prior to giving notice of 

any special meeting.  

Although, section 2 of the Bylaws is silent as to the time frame to call for the special meeting, we 

can look to the Constitution for guidance. As you stated, the homeowners association is still governed by 

its Constitution. At Article 5 of the Constitution, it states that at least two weeks notice to members is 

required for a general meeting. It is reasonable to apply this same timeframe to notice members of a 

special meeting, especially given that reason for the meeting is not an emergency. 

The HOA Board will meet and decide on a date to set a special meeting of the of the members which 

will allow at least fourteen (14) days to give notice to the membership. Please note any meeting that may 

occur on September 1, 2018, as set forth in Ms. Baker's letter and in the petitions is unauthorized and 

any attmpt to decide issues at this meeting will not be binding on the HOA Board or its membership. 

Additionally, as I stated when we spoke on Tuesday, August 28, 2018, the HOA Board is performing 

an audit of its accounting records. Certain items have come to their attention which need to be, and will 

be, investigated. Specifically the audit will examine the issue regarding a purported bequeathed gift of 

$10,000 not being received by the HOA possibly due to the payment being made to a person or entity 

other than the intended HOA. The audit will also invesitigate an issue we discussed on the phone, 

namely the $44,649.08 taken and being held by Jeff Iversen. You indicated that money was withdrawn 

by Jeff Iversen and is being withheld from the HOA. The HOA Board has informed me, and your client, 

Mr. Iversen, is aware that he did not have authority to withdraw the funds, and certainly does not have 

the authority to withhold this money. You did provide me with Mr. Iversen’s “explanation” as to why he 

has taken and continued to withhold the money despite the HOA Board’s written demand that it be 

returned. However, as you know, Mr. Iversen’s rationalization is not legally sound.   

Please advise your client(s) to return any unauthorized funds that have been removed or diverted 

from the homeowners association. Specifically, the HOA is demanding the return of $44,649.08 

immediately to avoid any legal action. Should this money not be returned, and/or should the audit reveal 

other missing moneys that are not returned within 10 days of this demand (including any interception or 

diversion of the $10,000 bequeathed gift), legal action will follow. Mr. Iversen's "fear" that the HOA 

will divert fire department funds is not a legitimate or legal defense to the improper taking of the funds. 

Lastly, as counsel for the newly-formed Bucks Lake Fire Department, Inc. you may also be 

representing counsel for its board members. To the extent that you do represent the three (3) board 

members of Bucks Lake Fire Department Inc., we ask that you advise any board members that sit on 

both the Bucks Lake Fire Department, Inc. Board and the HOA Board to recuse themselves as 

necessary, where there is conflict in any issue discussed or voted upon by the Bucks Lake Homeowners 

Association. 
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Again, thank you for speaking with me the other day and your professional courtesy. I look forward 

to working with you to resolve our clients’ issues. However, if these issues cannot be readily and 

reasonably resolved, the HOA will take necessary legal action to protect its interests and assets. Should 

you have any questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to contact me. 

Very truly yours,  

 

      PETERS, HABIB, McKENNA, 

      JUHL-RHODES & CARDOZA, LLP 

 

 

 

      LIA M. JUHL-RHODES 

 

LMJ:cp 

 

cc: Client 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


